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Expert advice

DIY DILEMMAS

Need a hand with home improvements? No task is too tough for Big Strong Boys' Jake Robinson

Jake’s guide to...
avoiding DIY
accidents

in the home

n JAKE
ROBINSON

Send in your DIY queries to

CANIPLACE SKIRTING
ONTOP OF MY FLOOR?
Iwanttolay somereclaimed
oak flooringin my Victorian
livingroom, whichhas
beautiful high skirting ‘
boards.lwantto preserve !
these, butshould ltake the |
skirting offfirstsoitthen ‘
sitsontop ofthe floor?

M Wickham, Devon

Jake says You could take off
the skirting and placeitontop,
butifyouhave alovely old
Victorianroom limagine the
walls are made of lathand
plaster. This could create a
much bigger job, as they will
be very brittle and may crack
orcrumble. I suggest youlay
the floor up to the skirting. You
needtoleavea 10mmgap for
expansion, otherwise the

Realsolutions

floor can buckle, so getsome
scotiaor quadrant beading
tomatch the floor and cover the gap.
You shouldn’tlose too much height on
the skirting and it will stilllook great.

DO YOU HAVE A SPACE-SAVING
IDEAFORSTORING SHOES?
Ihave lots of shoes and am running
out of room forthem all. Have you got
any storage tips to keep them tidy?
M Foster, Dublin

Jake says One optionis to use the
space at the base of your wardrobe. Get
metal poles and
ferules (sockets)
from abuilder’s
merchant. Fitthe
ferules on either
side, 10cm from
the base and far
back enough to fit
shoesinwhenthe
doors close. Cut
the poles to size
using a pipe cutter
orhack saw and
insertinto place.

HOW SHOULDILAYTILESTO
PREVENT THEM LIFTING?
Irecently laid some new floortilesin
mybathroom butthey have started
tolift.1 screwed down some plywood
andadded adhesive. Isthere
something I’'ve done wrong that
would cause this to happen?

L Newman, Portsmouth

Jake says Whenlaying bathroomttiles
you should always use waterproof
adhesive and grout, and complete the
following steps. First, you should make
surethe areayou are working onislevel,
then screw the plywood firmly to the floor
—the wood should be 12mm or 15mm
thick. Next, you need to apply some PVA
glueto sealthe boards. Give it one coat
and wait for this to dry, which usually
takes around 90 minutes. Once dry, apply
adhesive directly onto the tiles and set.
Mix the grout and then, using a sponge,
apply itin-betweenthetiles. Make sure
you wipe away any excess grout before
itdries, otherwise it can be anightmare
toremove. Ifyou doall this, you should
avoid the tileslifting.
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